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Students from my 7th grade TiNi class harvesting the beets they planted. 
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History of the TiNi in Ecuador 
! The Ministry of Education of Ecuador - Mineduc - through the Undersecretary for 

Educational Innovation and Good Living has the mission "To generate innovative 
policies, programs and projects, for the actors of the educational community, with 
the purpose of promoting integral development of the students, with sustained 
methodologies in the time needed to reach the educational objectives of the 
Good Life”. 

! The Environmental Education Program "Land of all" undertaken by the Ministry of 
Education, aims to promote and strengthen environmental culture and awareness 
in the educational community by integrating and mainstreaming the 
environmental approach based on values, ethical orientation, altruistic sense, 
innovation and quality throughout the educational system, in order to train 
environmentally and socially responsible citizens in the construction of a society 
that is committed to the well-being of present and future generations. 

! In September 2017, the Ministry of Education recognized the Land Methodology 
for Girls, Boys and Young People - TiNi, promoted by the Association for 
Children and its Environment (ANIA), as a good practice and pedagogical 
resource of Environmental Education, with the certainty that it will allow to 
develop in the girls, boys and young people of the Educational Institutions of 
Ecuador; knowledge, skills and values that allow them to face the environmental 
problems in which we live, building in the process a culture of unity and affection 
with the natural world. 

! The Association for Children and their Environment (ANIA) of Peru, with the 
mission of promoting initiatives that put girls, boys and young people in contact 
with nature and empower them as agents of change for sustainable development 
from their home, institution educational and community created the TiNi (Land of 
girls, boys and youth) methodology. 

! In 2012, the TiNi methodology was recognized by UNESCO as a good practice in 
education for sustainable development at a global level. The Ministry of 
Education in collaboration with the UNESCO Office in Quito and Representation 
for Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela and the Association for Children 
and their Environment (ANIA), presents the Introductory Guide to the 
methodology: Land of girls, boys and young people for good living – TiNi. 

UNESCO – Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
! In September 2015, the 193 Member States of the United Nations agreed on a 

new sustainable development agenda made up of 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals - SDGs - and 167 goals by 2030. These include a global goal in relation to 
education, SDG 4/Education 2030 Agenda of guaranteeing inclusive, equitable 
and quality education and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all” and its 
seven goals and three means of implementation. Target 4.7 is particularly 
relevant aimed at ensuring, by 2030, “that all students acquire the theoretical and 
practical knowledge necessary to promote sustainable development, including 
through education for sustainable development and the adoption of sustainable 
lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, the promotion of a culture of peace and 
non-violence, world citizenship and the appreciation of cultural diversity and the 
contribution of culture to sustainable development, among other means.” 
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! The Ministry of Education has the mission of “Guaranteeing the access and 
quality of initial, basic and high school education to the inhabitants of the national 
territory, through the comprehensive, holistic and inclusive training of boys, girls, 
youth and adults, taking into account interculturality, plurinationality, ancestral 
languages and gender from a rights and duties perspective to strengthen social, 
economic and cultural development, the exercise of citizenship and the unity of 
diversity in Ecuadorian society.” 

Institutionalization of the Environmental Approach with TiNi in Educational 
Institutions 

To achieve that the educational institution develops in its students, capacities, 
knowledge, attitudes and values in favor of life and nature, it is important to include 
the environmental approach in the management instruments. 

Institutional Educational Project (PEI) 

To make the inclusion of the environmental approach effective, it is suggested to 
consider the greening of the PEI in the following points. 

Vision with an environmental focus 

To give it an environmental approach, it is suggested to consider the purposes of 
environmental education. 
! If the educational institution has a current PEI in the process of implementation 

and that has not considered the environmental approach, it is appropriate to 
incorporate this approach in response to the readjusted diagnosis, as for 
example: 

! Be an educational institution that provides education for comprehensive, modern 
and quality training, where the educational community is a promoter of values 
and a defender of human rights and nature. 

! Play and free time in nature alone or in interaction with friends and family, as well 
as active participation to take care of nature through school programs or 
volunteering with environmental organizations, are ideal for this (Chawla & Derr, 
2012). 

Mission with an environmental focus 

Its purpose is to indicate the raison d'être of the educational institution, for which the 
purposes of environmental education for sustainable development will be 
considered, involving the participation of the educational community and how it will 
contribute to the well being of the environment where it develops. Example: 
! Provide quality education by training critical, thoughtful, competent and 

enterprising students, with the support of the educational community; promoting 
environmental care, health and risk prevention, through scientific and 
technological knowledge, with a training in values that allows the transformation 
of a just and inclusive society according to local, regional and national reality. 
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Ideology with an Environmental Focus 

It expresses the principles that guide the actions of the educational institution and 
the actions of each of its members. Also, it clearly indicates the commitment of the 
educational institution on its way to educational quality. 
 
! Nature generates emotions and, as we know, what we learn with emotion or 

affection will remain more easily engraved in our memory. Also, it promotes a 
sense of wonder (Cobb, 1977 and Louv, 1991), known as a key factor that 
motivates lifelong learning (Wilson, 1997). 

Next we examine the concept of the “TiNi Methodology” within the context of the 
philosophical and theoretical framework we have just outlined. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. My second grade TiNi class harvesting the broccoli they planted. 


